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Abstract

In this work we present a large-scale dataset of Ukiyo-e woodblock prints. Unlike
previous works and datasets in the artistic domain that primarily focus on western art, this
paper explores this pre-modern Japanese art form with the aim of broadening the scope
for stylistic analysis and to provide a benchmark to evaluate a variety of art focused Com-
puter Vision approaches. Our dataset consists of over 175.000 prints with corresponding
metadata (e.g. artist, era, and creation date) from the 17th century to present day. By
approaching stylistic analysis as a Multi-Task problem we aim to more efficiently utilize
the available metadata, and learn more general representations of style. We show results
for well-known baselines and state-of-the-art multi-task learning frameworks to enable
future comparison, and to encourage stylistic analysis on this artistic domain.

1 Introduction

Stylistic analysis of artwork has received increased attention with the emergence of Deep
Learning and the growing quantities of visual artistic data made available by heritage insti-
tutions [5, 21, 24, 25]. Within the domain of art history such stylistic analysis is used in the
study of formalism. This involves studying artworks by analyzing and comparing form and
style [3]. Here, ‘style’ refers to the resemblance artworks have to one another in terms of
solely visual aspects. If many visual elements are shared by enough artworks, their combina-
tion is distinctive and recognizable. Interpreting such stylistic aspects helps art historians to
identify the artworks’ corresponding artist, year of creation, art movement, or geographical
origin. When approaching formalism from a Computer Vision perspective it becomes clear
that this problem is inherently multi-task that requires inferring multiple metadata aspects
based on visual aspects of the artwork.

Approaching stylistic analysis as a multi-task problem aids in overcoming one of the
biggest challenges of the artistic domain: the lack of data. For most artists only a small
number of artworks are available, and although humans are very good at generalizing from
a few examples - vision models remain limited in this respect. However, by leveraging the
relations between tasks in a multi-task setting it becomes possible to learn more general
representations [6]. This was for instance shown by Strezoski et al. [33], who reported
state-of-the-art results on the Rijksmuseum Challenge [25] with significantly shorter training
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Attribute Value
Title [NIF&mE A L] [HAEL]
One Hundred Beautiful Women
at Famous Places in Edo : Nihombashi.
Artist Utagawa Kunisada
Date 1857
Era Popularization of Woodblock Printing
Description — WL PRI GRT RN, TR
General - Edo’s Famous Places.
Source ‘Waseda University Theatre Museum

Figure 1: Ukiyo-e print with attributes from the proposed dataset.

duration. The suitability of multi-task learning for artwork has led to a growing amount of
publicly available context-rich artwork datasets [21, 23, 33]. However, a large part within
the artistic domain that is neglected for stylistic analyses are non-western artworks. Most
large-scale art databases with metadata consist of mainly western and European art. As such
in this in this paper we focus specifically on Japanese Ukiyo-e woodblock prints.

Ukiyo-e (31 #2) is a genre of pre-modern Japanese artworks which flourished from
the 16th through the 19th century. The term translates as “pictures of the floating world”
which refers to the hedonic spirit of lower classes at the time. This spirit is depicted in
daily subjects, such as kabuki theaters, geishas, landscapes, animals, and plants. These
artworks usually took the form of either woodblock prints or paintings. Ukiyo-e woodblock
prints are of particular interest for stylistic analysis, since identifying such prints can be a
difficult task. Both the dyes and paper used for such prints are sensitive to light and seasonal
changes, causing the prints to fade over time. Since Ukiyo-e prints were mass-produced,
multiple versions of the same print are quite common. This leaves us with a vast collection
of artworks in this genre, but it also results in significant variation in terms of condition,
rarity, and quality between identical prints [15]. For instance, some prints may have stains,
creases, tears, or the prints may have been retouched later on. Additionally, woodblock
carvers may have changed the colors or composition of prints that went through multiple
editions over time, and the paper may have been trimmed within different margins [18].

In a number of recent works, Ukiyo-e has been investigated on a relatively small scale,
primarily by using feature engineering approaches [36, 37]. To make it possible to explore
state-of-the-art models in this domain, and to push forward the state of stylistic analysis for
a wider variety of art we make the following contributions: 1) We present a challenging new
large-scale dataset of over 175.000 Ukiyo-e woodblock print images. 2) We formulate a new
multi-task problem for this dataset, making use of the metadata paired with each image. 3)
We evaluate a number of baseline models on this new dataset, providing a solid foundation
for further experimentation and comparison, and demonstrating the challenges and potential
for stylistic analysis of Ukiyo-e artworks.

2 Related Work

Despite the increasing attention to artistic analysis, the data used for this has been predomi-
nantly European [20, 21, 25, 33]. Although large scale datasets such as Omniart [33] do con-
tain artworks from other regions, they are still heavily dominated by western art. Nonethe-
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less, a few works have begun exploring Ukiyo-e artworks through the construction of small-
scale datasets of Ukiyo-e artworks and faces [1, 36], for instance for use in a generative
settings [28, 40]. Additionally, Tian et al. [37] presented an Ukiyo-e dataset of 11,000 an-
notated paintings and faces and used this to perform a quantitative study of faces in Ukiyo-e
artworks. Using engineered geometry features they demonstrated the potential for automat-
ically distinguishing Ukiyo-e styles. In this paper we present a large-scale dataset of over
175,000 Ukiyo-e woodblock prints that makes it possible to train Deep Learning models.
We use this dataset to build on this prior work to further the artistic analysis of Ukiyo-e art
whilst incorporating a multi-task approach.

Although our proposed dataset is significantly bigger than previous datasets for Ukiyo-e
art, it can still be considered small-scale when compared to the datasets used to train state-of-
the-art vision models [11]. However, Transfer learning has proven to be a successful method
for solving this particular problem, as it makes it possible to fine-tune models, originally
trained on large-scale datasets of natural images, for the artistic domain [26, 44]. Exam-
ples of the successes of transfer learning for artwork analysis using CNN’s include people
recognition [41], object detection and labelling [9, 10, 43], and determining genre and style
in artworks [7, 38]. Banerji et al. [2] experiment with transfer learning using pre-trained
models and training models from scratch, similarly to Tan et al. [35], confirming the benefits
of Transfer Learning for the artistic domain. In addition, Milani and Fraternali [26] recently
showed that transfer learning in the artistic domain is highly effective when only fine-tuning
the later layers of a network. In our work we follow this approach to transfer learning, and
compare it to using pre-trained networks as feature extractors.

A key aspect of stylistic analysis is relating known metadata quantities to visual com-
ponents. In order to do this for models which are function as black boxes, we need to rely
on interpretability methods [46]. For CNN’s, the model which is primarily used in exist-
ing stylistic analysis literature, this requires additional steps with methods that are applied
post-hoc [32, 45]. Recent developments have shown that Vision Transformers (ViT) are not
only a great addition to the field in terms of performance [11], but they also offer a lot of
potential for interpretability [42]. Unlike CNN-based interpretability methods, which de-
pend on a separate analysis using gradient-based methods, ViT models make use of attention
to arrive at predictions. Because of the spatial nature of this attention, i.e., ViT can attend
differently to different spatial areas, the attention mechanism of ViT can be directly used to
create heat map visualisations [4]. In this paper we use this capability of ViT to explore the
predictions made for a variety of Ukiyo-e prints, combined with further qualitative analysis
of the results, to get insights into the stylistic analysis.

(a) Multiple editions of the same print. (b) Color differences between the same prints.
Figure 2: Examples of pairs of Ukiyo-e prints made from the same woodblock but with a
different appearance.
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3 Ukiyo-e dataset

For the dataset presented in this research were build on the ukiyo-e.org database.! The
ukiyo-e.org database is a website with over 220,000 Japanese woodblock prints dating from
the early 17th century to present day. These images on the website are aggregated from a
variety of museums, universities, libraries, auction houses, and dealers around the world.
The ukiyo-e.org website makes it possible to search for Japanese woodblock prints and to
compare similar prints across multiple collections. Additional examples images from our
Ukiyo-e dataset can be found in Appendix A.

To construct the Ukiyo-e dataset” we collected all images and associated metadata from
the ukiyo-e.org website, which after the removal of broken images resulted in a dataset of
177,897 images. Among these images are a lot of duplicate artworks. These images are
not exact copies; they are physically different artworks, but resemble the same image. Such
duplicates include reprints 2a, later editions using re-carved blocks, or (colour-faded) copies
from the same woodblock 2b. To gain more insights into the dataset, the cosine similarity
between every image was used to find duplicates. If the cosine similarity between two images
is > 94%, it is classified as a duplicate. Therefore, to enrich the dataset’s metadata, each
image is also labelled with each image it is highly similar to.

It is conventional to split the dataset into a training, validation and test set. For our
experiments, the dataset was split to use 80% of the dataset for training, and 10% for both
the validation and test set. Since the dataset is rather large, we do not need larger testing or
validation sets, because ten percent of the entire dataset is already nearly 18.000 images.

Although there are number of available attributes per image (see Figure 1), we focus on
the artwork’s artist, date and era in our research. Upon inspection of the dataset, we found
that the distribution of classes is rather skewed. The artist attribute is annotated for every
image in the dataset, with the top-5 producing artist dominating 50% of the entire dataset and
149 artists in total. Four of these artists were active within the same era, which is reflected
in the distribution of the era attribute. Each artwork in the dataset is labelled with one of
the seven era’s, where 53% of all artworks fall withing the era Popularization of Woodblock
Printing (1804 to 1868). For roughly 25% of the artwork the exact creation date is not
known or too vaguely specified (e.g., “18th century”). For our following experiments, these
dates are generated by uniformly sampling a date within the artwork’s creation era.

4 Stylistic Multi-Task Artwork Analysis

The aim of stylistic artwork analysis is to link visual elements to certain known quantities,
for instance, when dealing with artist attribution the goal is to learn which visual elements
enable us to recognise an artist’s work [19]. By linking these visual elements to the artist we
gain insight into the artist’s style. However, an artist does not produce their art in isolation,
they are influenced by those that came before them, by contemporary artists, and also by
techniques and materials that were at that time available. Art historians take this context
into account when analysing artworks, and as such we argue that automatic stylistic analysis
should do the same. Hence, we propose to model the stylistic analysis as a multi-task prob-
lem, predicting not only the artist of an artwork, but also when it was made, in terms of era

"https://ukiyo-e.org/
2The dataset and accompanying evaluation code will be publicly available on https://github.com/
selinakhan/stylistic-MTL-ukiyoe
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and in terms of the creation year.

INPUT IMAGE

METADATA

ARTIST PREDICTION © Utagawa
—* > » ] i,
Classification task : Hiroshige

DATE PREDIGTION ~
——» BACKBONE d > > : 1858
Regression task

ERA PREDICTION Populasization

" | of Woadolock
Classtiication task - Printing

FEATURE
REPRESENTATION SHARED LAYERS TASK HEADS

Figure 3: Stylistic Multi-task analysis model architecture.

In terms of modelling decisions there are a variety of architectural components that in-
fluence the performance of an stylistic analysis model. To assess the influence of these com-
ponents on the task of determining an artwork’s artist, era and date, we compare a number
of variants of the training pipeline. We will first experiment with each task in a single-task
learning setting. These results will be used as a baseline to evaluate the performance of
the multi-task learning approach, and will highlight how different tasks perform paired with
each other task. For the multi-task models we will use a well known and widely used base-
line, that trains multiple task heads on top of a single shared backbone [6, 33], as illustrated
in Figure 3 Besides conducting experiments in a single- and multi-task learning setting, the
backbones used in the experiments are also altered. A ResNet50 [16] and ViT backbone will
be incorporated to compare the performance of using CNN’s and ViT’s for a computational
stylistic analysis.

Additionally, we perform an exploration of transfer learning methods. Although our pro-
posed dataset is much larger than existing Ukiyo-e datasets, it cannot be used to adequately
train state-of-the-art models from scratch. However, as transfer learning has shown great
promise in the artistic domain we instead turn to this and aim to find the appropriate con-
figuration here [26]. We experiment with two configurations: in the first setting the entire
model will be kept frozen, this effectively translates to training a classifier on top of a fixed
and pre-trained feature extractor. In the second setting only part of the model is frozen,
by only fixing the parameters of the earlier layers of the backbone. This will result in the
image’s high-level features to be more specifically fine-tuned on artistic data. This method
also provides additional insights when visualising attention maps, because the backbone is
trained on the artwork images. Visualising the regions to which the model attends can be es-
pecially meaningfully when comparing a single- and multi-task results. This second transfer
learning approach has previously been shown to outperform more complex transfer learning
approaches [44], this result has recently been reproduced in the artistic domain [26].

For both multi-task and transfer learning there are methods that tackle these problems in
more advanced manners, making better use of the available data and relationships between
tasks [12, 22, 27, 34, 39]. Although our aim with this work is not to provide an exhaustive
comparison of all possible methods and models, we do perform an additional experiment
to compare the performance of models trained with hard sharing (i.e., sharing all model
weights apart from the task heads) to three well-established MTL frameworks: Cross-Stitch
Networks [27], NDDR-CNN [12], and MTAN [22]. These MTL frameworks optimize the
manner in which information is shared between tasks throughout the network, with the aim
of improving MTL performance. Through these evaluations we hope to establish a clear and
reliable benchmark to facilitate future comparison.
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S Experimental Setup

We perform two sets of experiments. In the first we introduce a range of baselines in a
variety of settings to demonstrate the influence of various modeling decisions. In the second
set of experiments we evaluate the performance of existing MTL frameworks on our dataset,
and compare them to our baselines. We focus on two backbones to obtain baselines on our
proposed Ukiyo-e dataset, a ViT® [11] and a ResNet [17] model. The ViT model is pre-
trained on the ImageNet-21K dataset [29], whereas the ResNet is pre-trained on the smaller
and more widely used 1M images ImageNet split [30]. For the ViT we use the ViT-Base_16*
configuration, with an image grid of 16 x 16, 12 layers, a hidden dimension size of 768, and
MLP size of 3072, and 12 heads. For the ResNet we use the 50 layer configuration, i.e.,
ResNet50, from the Torchvision library.

For each of the two backbones we explore two approaches to Transfer Learning: 1)
freezing the entire backbone, or 2) partially freezing the backbone. Freezing the backbones
is much more efficient, as the backbone is essentially just used a feature extractor and it
does not need to be optimized. However in turn, the features in the backbone cannot be
adjusted to the specific task(s) and domain when frozen. The partially frozen backbones
offers a good compromise, as it makes it possible to fine-tune the features, while still being
relatively efficient. We implement the partial freezing by disabling the gradient computation
during forward passes for the first half of the backbone. Freezing only the earlier layers of
the backbone preserves the lower-level primitive features learned, and optimizes the more
detailed high-level features to fit images from the artistic domain in the higher layers. For all
models we use early-stopping on the validation set to obtain the final checkpoint to evaluate
on the test set.

5.1 Single-task learning

The single- and multi-task model configurations differ in the number of task heads they
optimize. The single task models consist of exactly one task head that optimizes its fully-
connected layers for the specific task at hand. It uses a different backbone, depending on
the experiment. The model’s backbone is followed by three fully connected layers where
the final layer outputs a prediction. To improve the performance of the task head, a rectified
linear activation unit (ReLU) is placed between every fully connected layer. The ReLU
function ensures that the output of the layers remain positive by setting every negative output
to zero. This helps to overcome the vanishing gradient problem, allowing the model to learn
faster and perform better [13]. For the classification tasks, a cross-entropy loss function is
minimized during training. The regression task is minimized using the L1 loss. A single-task
model is trained for each individual task, experimenting with a ResNet50, frozen ViT, and
partially frozen ViT as a backbone.

5.2 Multi-task learning

The multi-task model (see Figure 3) consists of # task heads, where n is the number of tasks
to be trained simultaneously. In Figure 3, the multi task model trains three tasks simultane-
ously. Akin to the single-task model, the multi-task model has an interchangeable backbone,

3Using the implementation at: https://github.com/jeonsworld/ViT-pytorch
4ViT-Base_16 checkpoint: https://console.cloud.google.com/storage/browser/vit_
models;tab=objects?prefix=&forceOnObjectsSortingFiltering=false
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and has a ReLU function placed in between each layer. The backbone is followed by two
shared fully-connected layers, enabling the model to learn relations between tasks. Finally,
the model splits up in n task heads consisting of two fully-connected layers before making
a task-specific prediction, this type of multi-task learning is commonly referred to as hard
sharing [14, 31, 33, 34]. Training a model in a multi-task setting involves jointly optimizing
more than one loss function [6]. To avoid problems of an imbalanced loss due to the com-
bination of losses that fall within a different range [8], the L1 date loss is scaled down to
fall within the range of the classification losses (i.e., artist and era). Where the cross-entropy
loss function outputs a number between 0 and 1, the L1 loss outputs a number within a much
larger range. Scaling the L1 loss ensures that it does not dominate the joint loss, due to its
range being significantly larger. The scalar o for the regression loss was optimized on the
validation set and a value of 1000 was found to be optimal. For all multi-task models, the
sum of the (scaled) losses of each task is optimized. The loss function when training the task
of predicting the artist, date and era simultaneously is shown in Equation 1.

L1Loss(dat
Lyrr. = CrossEntropyLoss(artist) + L1Loss(date)

+ CrossEntropyLoss(era) (1)

For the multi-task setting we compare all pairwise combinations of the three tasks (i.e.
artist + era, artist + date, and date + era), additionally we also evaluate training all three tasks
jointly.

5.3 MTL Frameworks

We additionally evaluate three state-of-the-art MTL frameworks: Cross-Stitch Networks
[27], NDDR-CNN [12], and MTAN [22]. Cross-Stitch Networks combine the activations
from multiple networks using cross-stitch units, these units learn linear combinations of the
activations of the networks and share this combination with each network - distributing the
task information. Conceptually, NDDR-CNN is similar to Cross-Stitch, except that it fusing
at every layer. MTAN deviates from this concept by learning a single shared feature repre-
sentation, which is then adapted to task-specific representations by means of attention layers.
All three MTL frameworks were designed around CNN architectures, as such we implement
them using a ResNet50 backbone.’

6 Results

To assess the performance per specific task and model configuration, the accuracy score will
be used in determining how well the model attributes unseen artworks. The accuracy mea-
sure directly reflects the classification performance, but the date regression task it cannot be
directly used. Instead, we evaluate predicting the date of creation as if it were a classification
task by using a threshold. For every predicted date, if the date is at most 20 years off the
original date, the prediction is classified as correct. Furthermore, we evaluate the date task
with the Mean Absolute Error (MAE) as shown in table 1

Our results for the baselines in Table 1 shown that when comparing the frozen to the
partly frozen architectures that the latter significantly outperforms the former, for both the

SFor the MTL frameworks we use the excellent repo at: https://github.com/SimonVandenhende/
Multi-Task-Learning—PyTorch
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Date
Task(s) ‘ Backbone Frozen Artist T ‘ Era ‘ Date T ‘ (MAE) |
7 544 794 [ 37.1 348
Sinele-tack ResNet50 x 76.5 9.6 | 688 | 17.9
gle-tas Vit 7 36,5 741 | 50.1 26.1
! x 82.1 92.1 | 51.1 25.8
ResNets0 7 30.7 753 | - N
Artist & Era x 418 854 | - .
! ViT 7 665 867 | - N
x 72.8 927 | - -
7 274 - 234 557
Artist & Date ResNet30 x 346 ] 443 | 29.1
s ViT e 8.1 . 49 240
x 37.8 . 56.8 23.8
7 - 769 | 444 294
Era & Date ResNet30 x 862 | 486 | 273
Vit 7 743 | 52.6 252
! x - 89.5 | 714 16.6
7 293 747 | 333 301
Artist Era & Date ResNet30 x 38.9 854 | 381 | 313
st, Vit 7 303 17 | 524 251
x 70.1 922 | 705 16.9

Table 1: Results on the Ukiyo-e dataset for the comparison between different backbones,
transfer learning approaches, and combinations of tasks. Best score per task in bold.

ResNet [17] and the ViT [11] architectures. This highlights that the visual appearance of
the prints, and the features necessary to perform these tasks, strongly differ from ImageNet.
Moreover, it shows the benefits of this Transfer Learning approach and that these benefits
not only apply to CNN-based models as shown in previous work, but also apply to Vision
Transformers. When comparing architectures, it is clear that the ViT backbone outperforms
the ResNet50 backbone (with the exception of single task date prediction). A factor in this
might be that the ViT model has more training parameters, particularly in the partly frozen
setting, but we also see a clear interaction with the multi-task setup here.

Across the tasks we see that artist and era prediction works particularly well, with date
prediction trailing behind. In part, this is due to the noisy nature of date prediction, but sim-
ilarities in style and re-use of woodblocks also makes this a very difficult task. Nonetheless,
we see that the date predictions clearly improve when paired to another task. Surprisingly,
for era we see only very minor gains when analysed in a multi-task setting, and for artist we
actually see a drop in performance. At this point we are unsure why artist suffer from this
negative interference, as the other two tasks do benefit from the multi-task setting.

Through qualitative analysis it becomes clear that all the well performing models are
affected by similar confusions between artists. Besides confusions within the same era, most
misclassifications are between artists that went to the same art school, or between pupils and
masters, or even for artists that took on multiple names. There is a lot of resemblance in style
between clusters of Japanese woodblock artists, as the art was mostly organized into schools
and movements which specialized in certain styles.

The results in Table 2 show that all frameworks offer significant performance improve-
ments over the ResNet50 baseline, matching the idea that more rigorous and deliberate shar-
ing is beneficial to MTL. Interestingly, the gains of the MTL frameworks are much less
pronounced when compared to the ViT model, and the ViT model is even more accurate on
the Date task. Among the frameworks MTAN [22] performs best, outperforming the other
two frameworks on every task. Overall, the results show that MTL frameworks outperform
hard sharing, and hint at a promising future for ViT-based MTL frameworks.
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Date
Task(s) ‘ Backbone MTL Model ‘ Artist T ‘ Era 1 ‘ Date 1 ‘ (MAE) |
ResNet50 . 38.9 85.4 38.1 31.3
ViT Hard Sharing 70.1 922 | 705 16.9
Artist, Era & Date Cross-Stitch [27] 75.7 90.6 52.4 25.1
ResNet50 NDDR-CNN [12] 69.5 87.8 59.4 21.3
MTAN [22] 81.1 94.2 61.2 19.1

Table 2: Results of comparison of baselines (using hard sharing) with state-of-the-art MTL
frameworks. Best score per task in bold.

Prediction Actual # Analysis
Utagawa Kunisada Utagawa Kunisada II 62 Kunisada II inherited the name after marrying his master’s daughter.
. . . o Little is known about Chikashige, but we know he was the pupil of
Morikawa Chikashige Toyohara Kunichika 51 famous Meji-artist Toyohara Kunichika.
. e The artists were active in the same era, and primarily produced
Ishikawa Toyonobu Torii Kiyohiro 42 yakusha-e (actors) and bijin-ga (beautiful women) prints.
Utagawa Yoshitora Utagawa Yoshikazu 32 Both artists were students from Utagawa Kuniyoshi.
. ) This artist went by three different titles: Ohara Hoson,
Ohara Koson Shoson Ohara 30 Ohara Shoson and Ohara Koson.
Kawase Hasui Tsuchiya Koitsu 28 Bolh ar}lsl were top-producing Shin-Hanga artists, both
specialized in landscapes.
Takahashi Hiroaki Takahashi Shotei 28 Asa young 'artlst,‘ Hiroaki Takahashi was given the artistic
name Shotei by his tutor.
o Hiroch o Hirochio Suzuki Chinpei inherited the name Hiroshige II following the death
Utagawa Hiroshige Utagawa Hiroshige II 25 of his master Hiroshige, whose daughter he married.
Katsukawa Shunko Katsukawa Shunsho 24 Both artist are students from the Katsukawa school.

Table 3: Artists between whom there is the most confusion, ranked by misclassification
frequency, with an analysis of the possible reason for the confusion.

In table 4, we compare the accuracy score for both the top-5 producing artists and the
remaining 145 artists. We observe an interesting difference between the two models, as the
ViT backbones shows less difference in performance between the over- and underrepresented
classes compared to the ResNet50 backbone. This highlights the ViT’s capability to deal with
class imbalance.

Task | Backbone | Frozen | Top-5 Artists | Remaining 145 Artists
ResNet50 v 609 3.5
Single-task Artist X 010 627
el 7 630 2938
X 90.0 74.3

Table 4: Accuracy for top 5 most frequent artists as compared to the remaining 145 artists
on single-task artist classification.

Misclassification within the Utagawa school are most common (see Table 3 and Ap-
pendix B) reflecting the fact that it was the largest Ukiyo-e school at the time. It was a
Japanese custom for successful apprentices to take the names of their masters, which is also
apparent in the most common misclassifications. It is remarkable that a model is able to
distinguish between these highly related artists, as it shows that it does in fact learn to link
visual elements to artist’s style. Similarly for the era attribute nearly all misclassifications
between era’s are ones that precede or succeed one other. This aligns with artworks near era
boundaries being similar, rather than there being an abrupt transition.

Figure 4 shows the attention heat maps for the partially frozen ViT model. It is noticeable
in the top row, for the print by Hiroshige, that the model focuses on his signature, in the upper
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High

souenodw]

(a) Original (b) © (@)

Figure 4: Attention maps for partially frozen ViT model trained with single task artist pre-
diction (b), single task era prediction (c), and multi-task artist & era prediction (d).

right corner and bottom left corner. This indicates that the model makes use of Hiroshige’s
signature to recognize his artworks. However, for era prediction (c) and in the multi-task
setting (d) we see that the model also attends to other parts of the print, focusing more on
the content. In the bottom row we see that the model strongly attends to the person and
her gown, and the horizon in the background. From these visualisations we can see that the
model does attend to stylistic components in the image, but might also rely on other signals
(i.e., a signature position) when possible.

7 Conclusion

In this work we presented a large-scale dataset of over 175,000 Ukiyo-e woodblock prints
along with their metadata. To support stylistic analysis of Ukiyo-e prints we formulated the
task of predicting an artwork’s artist, era, and date in a multi-task learning setting, to leverage
the relations between these tasks and learn a more general representation of style. Our results
show that a multi-task learning approach benefits from the vision transformer backbone,
with increases in performance up to 30% compared to a ResNet backbone. In addition,
the transformer model benefits more from our transfer learning strategy, as compared to
the ResNet, and using an MTL framework the performance of a ResNet can be boosted to
outperform a transformer model. This opens the door for ViT-based MTL frameworks for
further performance gains. Moreover, based on the stylistic analysis we are able to explain
a variety of the misclassifications as confusions between students of the same master, or in
some cases find artworks of an artist who went by different names. By releasing this dataset
and presenting baselines for stylistic multi-task analysis using state-of-the-art deep learning
models we hope to encourage future work on this understudied artistic domain.
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